‘ CROWS AND OWLS 

Pondit Vishnu Sharma found an ideal teaching tool - tales from a 
collection he called the Panchatantra. Gently guiding his pupils 
towards a life of honour and nobility, his fables provided joyful 
entertainment as well. They are read even today, 2,000 years later, 
by peoples of diverse cultures in various languages. All that is foolish 
as well as unkind in the human character is starkly revealed, together 
with some useful advice: pick your friends wisely! 
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ALSO LOOK FOR: 



UDAYANA 


Amrjr chitro Kotho s are a ylonous tribute to India's rich cultural heritage These books 
have been an integral part of my children's early years , as they have been for many 
other lamth's across India Comics are a great way of reaching out to children, mculcat 
mg reading hobiK and driving their quest to loam more about our roots 
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THEN ONE PAY, CLOUDY CALLED A 
MEETING OF HIS FIVE COUNSELLORS. 


THE OWLS ARE 
BECOMING 
A MENACE, y 



THEY ARE ARROGANT ~ 
ANP POWERFUL ANP 
THEY ATTACK US AT NIGHT 
WHEN WE CANNOT SEE. 
WE CANNOT COUNTER¬ 
ATTACK PURI NO THE PAY 
BECAUSE WE PON’T KNOW, 
WHERE THEY PWELL. / 



APVISE ME, 
COUNSELLORS.WHAT 
. SHOULP WE DO 2 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



LET US SUE FOR a 

PEACE. IT 15 ALWAYS 
ADVISABLE TO MAKE 
PEACE WITH 
POWERFUL FOE5. > 


ONE SHOULP NEVER 
MAKE PEACE WITH 
WICKEP CREATURES. 
LET US DECLARE WAR 
ON THE RASCALS I 


THE ENEMY IS \ 

VICIOUS ANP POWERFUL 
I ADVISE NEITHER 
PEACE NOR WAR BUT. 
A CHANCE OF 
^Et>lfENCE lET^^B 
US 60 AWAY MZfft 
FROM HERE. 


A CROCODILE IF 
HE STAYS AT HOME 
CAN DEFEAT 
AN ELEPHANT. 


SO AWAY 
WHERE Z 


U1C IP HE LEAVES 

^ p »even a dog 

c" N ,^ kE HIM RUf* 
V mpdc E 7 US s TAY 

fcv F °^ T 'PV 

Jf ( Av' up positions » 


*N MY HUMBLE OPINION 
WE SHOULP FORM 
ALLIANCES WITH OTHER 
v FRIENDLH BIRDS. > 

t -—- 


rs 


L’ 



CROWS AND OWLS 


THEN CLOUPY TURNEP TO A VERY OLD 
CROW NAMED LIVE-STRON6. 


I ADVISE 
DUPLICITY, 
MY LORD. 





YES. WE MUST PUT 
UP THIS SHOW FOR 
THE BENEFIT OF OUR 
FRIEND OVER THERE 



/ LET HIM THINK WE’VE 
j FALLEN OUT.THROW 
\ ME OUT OF THE TREE. 
\ THEN,WITH ALL YOUR 
\ SUBJECTS... 



...FLY TO 

ANTELOPE 

MOUNTAIN. 


» AND WHAT 
1 WILL YOU V02 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



HOW PAPE HE 
►PEAK LIKE THAT 
TO OUR KING l ^ 


NOW VO 

A5 I SAY, you 

COWARPf 


I’LL WRING 
HIS NECK 
FOR HIM. 


SO YOU HAVE 
TURNEP TRAITOR i 
WE PON’T WANT 
ANY TRAITORS A 
HERE ! /K 


> AH, THEY ARE 
FIGHTING AMONGST 
■v THEMSELVES. 




CROWS AND OWLS 


THE OWL LOST NO TIME IN REPORTING WHAT HE HAP HE ARP AND 
SEEN TO HIS MAS TER, RING FOE - CRUSHER. 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 

there was not a single crow 



OLD UVE- STRONG WHO HAD BEEN WATCHING 
THE PROCEEDINGS PROM THE GROUND WAS 
PLEASED WITH THE WAY THINGS WERE GOIN6 


iY 


NEXT COMES THE 
MOST PAN SEROUS FART- 
i t/t V BUT THERE’S NO TURNING 
\tn,X Vv. BACK NOW. 


the first 

PART OF MY 
PLAN HAS 
SUCCEEPER 






CROWS AND OWLS 





THE OWL SOON RETURNED WITH FOE‘CRUSHER WHO WAS ASTONISHED 
BATTERED CONDITION OF THE OLD CROW . 


THE 


HOW HAVE YOU COME \ THIS IS THE WAY 
TO SUCH A SORRY STATE .) i HAVE BEEN 
MY PEAR SIR? y REWARDED FOR 

VINO GOOD APVICE 
YOUR MAJESTY. 



MY MASTER, CLOUPY, N 
BECAME FURIOUS WITH 
ME WHEN I URGEP HIM 
TO PAY YOU TRIBUTE. 
HE A9SAULTEP ME ANP 
THREW ME OUT OF . 
THE TREE. ^ 


HENCEFORTH \ 

I SHALL WORK FOR N 
THE PE STRUCTION OF 
ALL CROWS. NOW I 
THROW MYSELF AT / 
YOUR MERCY. A 


1 WILL \ 
TALK IT OVER 
WITH MY 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 

? HAP FIVE ANCESTRAL COUNSELLORS .TH 
HOOK-NOSE , FLAME-EVE A N P WALL -EAR. 


WERE REP-EVE, 


THE CROW SEEKS 
ASYLUM-WHAT IS YOUF 
, OPINION,RED-EYE ? 


SLAY HIM WITHOUT 
FURTHER PELAY, 
MY LORP. 

yHEISACROW,' > 


I 1 









I * 


*. • 


•f 


1 


fl 

ill 




HE MAY PROVE USEFUL 
TO US IN OUR WAR WITH 



I HAVE ALREAPY MAPE 
UP MY MINI?, REP-EYE .THE 
CROW STAYS WITH US. WE 
SHALL TAKE HIM TO OUR 



CROWS AND OWLS 


FORTRESS 




IF | STAY IN THEIR MIPST 
IT WILL BE DIFFICULT FOR 

ME TO GO ABOUT MY 
BUSINESS WITHOUT 
BEING OBSERVEP. 











































































amar chitra katha 




-rue SECOND PART 
OF MY PLAN HAS GONE 
THROUGH SUCCESSFULLY. 
I CAN COME ANP GO 
AS I WISH. 



r WE ARE , 

FATTENING HIM 
WHILE HE IS PLANNING 
OUR PESTRUCTION. 

HE MUST BE 
.LAUGHING AT US. . 


ANP HERE ARE 
SOME MANGOES 


HAVE SOME 
RICE, 

YOUR HONOUR 


YOUR MAJESTY, 

THE CROW MUST GO » 
HE IS MAKING A 
FOOL OF YOU * 


LIVE-STRONG MAPS HIMSELF COMFORTABLE 
NEAR THE GATE ANP BEGAN TO ENJOY A LIFEl 
OF EASE ANP COMFORT , UNPERTUR&EP 
REP-EYE'S HOSTILITY, r 


HOW THEY 
PAMPER HIM. 
IT MAKES 
ME SICK! 


CROWS AND OWLS 



LEAVE THAT POOR 
CREATURE ALONE 
HE IS HARMLESS. 



THEY WON’T LISTEN 
TO ME. I CAN’T STAY 
HERE ANY LONGER. 



REP-EYE GATHEREP HIS FOLLOWERS ANP 
TOLP THEM TO PACK UP THEIR BELONGINGS 

THE ENP IS AT HANP. I 
CANNOT SAVE THE KING AS 
HE REFUSES TO BE 
GUIPEP BY ME. LET US, 

AT LEAST,SAVE OUR- / r mm & »,> 

SELVES WHILE WE CAN- 



ANYONE WHO CONTINUES 
TO LIVE HERE POES SO AT 
HIS OWN PERIL.LET US GO 
FORTH ANP SEEK ANOTHER 


MOUNTAINS 



LIVE-STRONG WAS OVERJOYEP WHEN HE SAW 
REP-EYE LEAVING THE FORTRESS WITH HIS 
FOLLOWERS . I- 


ONLY HE COULP 
HAVE FOILEP MV 
PLANS.THE REST 
OF THEM ARE 
NUMSKULLS. 
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I AM BUILPINC A 
NEST, YOUR MAJESTY, 
I HOPE YOU PO NOT 
MINP. 


EACH PAY THEREAFTER, 
LIVE-STRONG WENT INTO 
THE FOREST AND RETURN¬ 
ED WITH A TWIG WHICH 
HE PROPPED INS/PE THE 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


OF COURSE, 

NOT! 




SOON THERE WAS A LARGE PILE OF TWIGS 
AT THE GATE t BUT NONE OF THE OWLS STOPPED 
TO WONDER WHY THEIR GUEST REQUIRED 



THEN ONE MORNING WHEN THE OWLS 
WERE ASLEEP. LIVE-STRONG QUIETLY 
LEFT the FORTRESS. 


HE FLEW DIRECTLY TO A NEARBY 
MOUNTAIN WHERE CLOUDY AND THE 
OTHER CROWS WERE WAITING FOR HIM. 
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CROWS AND OWLS 


\0\N WAS YOURT I 9HALL BIVE YOU 
STAY WITH /A FULL ACCOUNT OF 

OWLS? / MY APVENTURES 

LATER,MY LORP. 





THERE’S THE 
CAVE.PROP YOUR 
TWI0S ON THE 
NEST ANP SET 
IT ON FIRE. 



13 






































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



ANP SOON 



THE OWLS,SVLL HALF ASLEEP, TRIEP 
RUSH OUT OF THE CAVE BUT WERE 



THE CROW HAS N 
POME THIS »I SHOULP 
HAVE LISTENEP 
TO MV FAITHFUL 

REP-EVE l y\ 


i :/ 


If / J 

V jV * 


/ 





AS IT WAS FROM 


THE CAVE , 



VIS WHO MANAGEP TO EVAPE THE FLAMES WERE SU 
OF THEM, INCLUPlNG RING FOE - CRUSHER PERISHED, 


ANP THUS DIP THE CROWS RID THEMSELVt 
POWERFUL BUT PIM-W/TTEP ENEMIES, THE 


THEIR 



CROWS AND OWLS 



AFTER A LONO UNSUCCESSFUL SEARCH, 
HE WAS EXHAUSTED ANP THREW 
HIMSELF ON THE OROUNP BEHIND A ROCK 





TOO MANY PACOITS 
AROUNP HERE... > 



GOOD GCV l 
HOSE YOUNG MEN 
HAVE FOUND.—. 
SOME />— 

V <3EMSr/>£vK 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


WOULD 
BE SAFEST.. 
IN OUR 
STOMACHS' 




I KNOW WHAT | 

I’LL MAKE FRIENDS 
WITH THESE FELLOWS 
AND WHEN THEY ARE 
ASLEEP. I’LL SLIT 
OPEN THEIR 0EU 
AND TAKE THE 
GEMS. 

















I AM ALONE 
AND I WAS LOOKING 
FOR COMPANY ON 
THIS DANGEROUS 
ROAD. 
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CROWS AND OWLS 




NOW ALL 
I HAVE TO DO IS 
WAIT FOR THE 
RIGHT MOMENT. 



BUT UNFORTUNATELY FOR HIM , THAT 
MOMENT WAS NEVER TO COME. FOR 
AS THEY PASSED A VILLAGE THAT LAV 
ALONG THEIR ROUTE... 



... A BIRD IN A ROBBER CHIEF'S HUT 
BEGAN TO SING. ■ ■ 


THEY HAVE 
GEMS WITH 
THEM...THEY 
HAVE GEMS.. 



THE THREE FRIENDS AND THEIR 

COMPANIONS WERE CAPTURED 

AND BROUGHT BEFORE HIM. 






































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 




the men searched their 

CAPTIVES THOROUGHLY. 


THERE HAS BEEN SOME 
MISTAKE. WE PON’T HAVE 
LANV OEMS WITH U S\J* 



WE CAN r T 
RNP ANYTHING 
ON THEM, 
CHIEF. 


HOW’S THAT 



OH,WELL! 

THE BlRP 
MUST HAVE BEEN 
^ MISTAKEN. _ 








1 - 


V ' 1 

-A vf 







THEY HAVE OEMS 
WITH THEM... 
THEY HAVE OEMS 
v WITH THEM-. 


BUT AS SOON AS THEY LEFT , THE BIRD [ 

BEGAN TO SING THE SAME SONG AGAIN . 


^ WHAT J 

HAVE THEY 
PECEIVEP ME, 
^ THEN 2 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 






IT WOULP BE UNBEARABLEX WHETHER YOU 
FOR ME TO WATCH THE J PIE FIRST OR 
.STOMACHS OF MV FRIENPS/LAST MAKES 
BEING CUT OPEN. ^NO PIFFERENCE 

TO ME. 




TAKE HIM AWAY 
ANP GRANT HIM 
v HIS WISH. 


THANK 



IF MY LITTLE TRICK 
WORKS, MV PEATH 
WILL NOT HAVE BEEN 
IN VAIN. 
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CROWS AND OWLS 



THE 


MAN WAS TAKEN AWAY. LATER — 




THERE WERE NO GEMS IN 
HIS STOMACH.THERE WON’T 
BE ANY IN THE STOMACHS y 
fc OF HIS FRIENPS 

EITHER. r^h l 



THERE HAS BEEN 
A TERRIBLE MISTAKE, 
MY FRIENPS. I AM SORRY 
W THAT VOUR COMRAPE 
Z (r4B* IS PEAP. 






i 





\ 1 




little Pip the chief realise that he hap 

PONE EXACTLY WHAT THE PEAP MAN HAP 

hoped he would rn — 



THE FRIENPS TOO,UNAWARE 
THAT THEY HAP BEEN SAVEP BY 
A CLEVER RUSE,THOUGHT THEY 
HAP JUST BEEN VERY LUCKY, 
ANP LOST NO TIME IN GETTING 
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THE BIRP AMP THE MONKEYS 


ONE CHILLY WINTER EVENING 


IT’S COLP, 


LOOK, 
BROTHER* 
A SPARK 
OF FIRE. 


PUT IT UNPER 
THIS PILE 


WE WILL SOON V VOU ARE 

HAVE A BIS \ MAKING A 

BLAZINS FIRE TO 1 MISTAKE, 

KEEP OURSELVES/ GOOP SIRS. 
WARM. W 


TT WAS A 
GLOW-WORM 
GO IN6 PAST. 


THAT 5 A 
FIREFLY YOU'VE 
CAUGHT... 


NOT A 


LET’S BLOW ON 
THE LEAVES.THEY'LL 
CATCH FIRE FASTER 
Sv that WAY. ^ 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 
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CROWS AND OWLS I 























LISTEN TO 
ME,SIR5... 


r ...YOU APE 
WASTING 
YOUR TIME 
ANP ENERGY 


YOU CAN T 
SET ANYTHING 
ALIGHT WITH 
A FIREFLY. 


PON’T TRY 
TO TEACH US 
HOW TO LIGHT 
AFIRE * 


• • • STOP 

PESTERING US 
YOU STUPIP 
. CREATURE? 


COME ON 
BROTHERS, LET’S 

GET BACK TO 
v THE TASK. > 


PHOOOO? 


PHOOOOOO 


;; pON'T TRY TO TEACH 
WHO CANNOT BE TAUGHT. 


































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


THE CAMft WHO WAS 

BB3UILEP BY HIS 
COMPANIONS 


& 


% 




MERCHANT WAS LEAPING A CARAVAN 

r-LAPEN CAMELS THROUGH A JUNGLE 


WHEN ONE OF THEM .OVERCOME 
BY FATIGUE , COLLAPSED. 





PAYS PASSED AND THE CAMEL SOMEHOW 
SURVIVED THE PERILS OF THE JUNGLE. 



THEN ONE PAY, A LION FOLLOWED & 
A LEOPARD, A JACKAL AND A CRCM/> 
CAME BY. 
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THAT 15 
A CAMEL 
O KING. 


LET US RNP OUT 
WHAT HE IS 
. POING HERE . > 


CROWS AND OWLS 


THEY ARE NOT 
USUALLY FOUNP 
IN JUNGLES. j 




MY OOP ! 

WHAT STRAN 6E 
CREATURE . 
IS THAT l y 


WHEN THE CAMEL TOLD THEM 
HIS STORY — 



POOR fellow; 

HE HAS BEEN 
TREATEP VERY 

BAPLY. 


YOU HAVE NOTHING 
TO FEAR NOW, MY 


FRIENP. HENCEFORTH 
YOU ARE UNPER MY 



SO THE CAMEL JOINED 
THE LION'S ENTOURAGE 
AND WAS HAPPY TO HAVE 


FOUNP SUCH A STRONG 
PROTECTOR. I- 




"V A COMBAT WITH AN ELEPHANT. HE HA 
TO RETIRE TO HIS CAVE AND THERE HE 
remained^ FOR SEVERAL PAYS 



... MUCH TO THE DISMAY OF THE 
THE JACKAL AND THE LEOPARD 
DEPENDED ON HIM FOR FOOD 


WE'LL STARVE 
TO PEATH 
AT THIS? RATE. 


NO MEAT 

TOPAY 

EITHER. 




















































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


W 

f/k 


~7 THEY LOOK 

/ 50 SAP-THEY MUST ^ 
i qe WORRYING ABOUT MV, 

V HEALTH.IWISH 
C^J COULP PEEP THEM 


/ I AM SORRY 

I CANNOT PROVIPE 

VOU WITH FOOP 

NOW,MY FRIENPS. I AM 
L TOO WEAK TO HUNT. 


AS ALWAY5 


M f.J > 


t* 


IWJ 


\V\ 


L«1 


l? 


* % I V 


X 




f VOU WILL HAVE TO FENP 

\ FOR ^OURSELVES TILL 
V I RECOVER. 

WHAT ARE \\[ 

VOU SAVING. I 
v MASTER? 2? x 


HOW OOULP WE 
EVEN THINK OF 
E ATI NO WHEN 
YOU ARE STARVING! 


THE LION WAS PLEASEP 
WITH THE JACKAL ’S REPLY, 

/ VOU HAVE SHOWN 

J yourselves to be 

LOYAL SERVANTS. GO 
. j' ANP ROUNP UP AN 

\ ANIMAL ANP PRIVE 
\ IT THIS WAY sc 
vV THAT I MAY KILL 
/ y, IT FOR FOOP 




4 k. 




I/Di 




✓ 




. 


— 








N 

ml m 


vK 


V 




THE JACKAL ANP HIS FRIENPS SCOUREP 

the JUN(PlE but coulp not finp any 

ANIMAL |- --— 


•< J 










'finally, they founp THEMSELVES 

BACK WHERE THEY HAP STARTEP 

THERE’S REALLY... \ | l 

...NO NEEP... I % 

TO EXERT / -. \ 

OURSELVES / f >3 

s UkE THIS. yi | / vVHAT ELSE 

" I V CAN WE PO ij 














»■ 
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CROWS AND OWLS 



WILL NEVER HURT ANV 
ANIMAL THAT IS UNPER 
HIS PROTECTION. 


WELL,THERE’S THE 

CAMEL.HIS FLESH 
COULP SUSTAIN US 
ALL FOR SEVERAL 
PAYS. 




O KINO,WE COULP 
NOT FINP AN ANIMAL 
FOR VOU.BUT THERE’S 
V NO NEEP FOR YOU / 
4^ TO STARVE-^f I 




ARE YOU SUGGESTING 
THAT I HURT AN ANIMAL 
THAT IS UNPER MY 
PROTECTION Z 



GET OUT OF MY 
SIGHT, YOU 
, WRETCH! 


MISUNPERSTANP 

^ ME.O KING 







THINKING OF YOUR 
WELFARE .OUR OWN 
LIVES ARE 
WORTHLESS WHEN 
L YOURS IS AT > 
''V STAKE. y 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 




BUT WHAT IF H 

HIMSELF pevoteply 

OFFEREP HIS FLESH T 
youzthen NO ONE 

COULP BLAME YOU 


OU ARE 
RIGHT. 



IF THE CAMEL 
WERE TO MAKE 
SUCH AN OFFER 
I MK5HT 





r WHAT IS IT, T 
MY FRlENPS? 
HAVE YOU CAUGHT 
. ANY CREATURE h 
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CROWS AND OWLS 





NO, NO,YOU’RE TOO SMALL. 
THE MASTER’S HUNGER WOULP 
HARPLY BE APPEASEP BY 

EATING YOU. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



SO THE POOR CAMEL STEPPED 

FORWARD 


EAT ME, \ 
MASTER. J 


STAMP ASIPE,FRlENP 
LEOPARP.HOW CAN THE 
MASTER EAT YOU Z YOU 
ANP HE BELONG TO THE 
V SAME FAMILY—WELL y 
ALMOST. ^ 


c«J 


n 


/ 


'C 



AN OMINOUS SILENCE 
GREETED THE CAMELS 
OFFER. THEN- 



BEFORE THE CAMEL 
COULP GET OVER HIS 
SHOCK, THE THREE 
ANIMALS RUSHED AT 
HIM... | —-- 



'£% ggJSgFj"*^ *WWA6E OF THE TRUST 



The Best Collections of Stones 

of Suppandb Shavnbu, Tantri and 

Butterfingers worth their 

weight in Gold! 



Your wish has now come true with the special 

Tinkle Collection — where every comic is individually 
dedicated to your favourite Tinkle characters! 































































